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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ACCOMMODATION OF SCRIPTURE, 
CONCLUSION, 


Honestus has turned to “Gospet Herann, No. 
VL, pages 41, 42,” and hopes that the reader will 
do the same; and it is only through fear that he 
otherwise would not, that this is added. And if the 
reader can find that Honestus “there contended 
that Paul quoted, in Gal. iii. 16, from the Book of 
Genesis, by way of accommodation,” jie will fina 
what is not there stated, much less intended. But 
the reader will find, in the comments on Gal. iii. 16, 
the words, “so far as an ARGUMENT can rest on the 
word seed,” &c.; and, “but when the apostle un- 
dertook to make out by an anGuMENT,” &c., “ we 
only regret that he could not have found an arcu- 
MENT more concLusive!” That the Editor, at 
first, so understood Honestus, is obvious. For he 
says, in reply to the above, Gospel Herald, No. VIL., 
page 51—* We will now examine, as next in order, 
in the scale of importance, not exactly Paul’s ac- 
commodation of a saying, but Paul’s inconcive- 
sive aRGuMENtT!” But when he thought, per- 
haps, that he could make Honestus appear rathe: 
more to a disadvantage in this way, he could then 
say that Honestus has decided “that Paul’s accom- 
modation,” &c., “is inconclusive.” Again: “ Paul's 
accommodation as uk (lfouestus) wit. HAVE 
sr,” &c. See Gospen Heaacp, No. X., pages 
74, 75. 

We leave the reader to form his own conclusion, 
not only on the above, but on all that follows in the 
Editor’s concluding remarks. The Editor, now, 
ean make what further remarks he pleases, resting 
assured, that, on this subject, he will never receive 
another communication from 

HONESTUS! 
REPLY. 

Hienestus has made another which is to be his 
last attempt, to convince the reader that the mistake 
is to be found on our part; and that we have 
adopted a mode of expression to make Honestus 
“appear rather more to a disadvantage,” &c. Ho- 
nestus has quoted from his communication alluded 
to in Number vi., pages 41, and we, to save the 
reader the trouble, will also quote from the same, 
and show the matter as it stands. Ulonestus com- 
menced by asserting, that “The New Testament 
writers often quote the Scriptures of the Old Tes- 
tament by way of accommodation,” &c., and intro- 
duces, as evidence of the fact, first, “ Heb. i. 8.” 
Honestus proceeds with the other evidences as fol- 
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says, 1 Cor. xv. 54,” &e.. “ Once more, {savs Ho- 
vestus,) and we have done. Paul says, Gal. sii. 
16,” &e. &e.; and, finally, Honestus says, “ We 
think, therefore, that we do the Scriptures less in- 
jury, and the apostle better justice, hy admitnng 
that the Scriptures were thus quoted by way of ac- 
commodation,” &c. &e. 

We do think it a hard case, 
PLAIN Enonisu, of Honestus’s own choosing. and 
adduce the very words used by Honestus. that he 


when we have 


should deny it, and allege improper motives in us 
ior our assertion founded on the autherity of the 
only import of his own assertions and writing! 

It is true that we have adopted the strange 
phraseology alleged—we have said, as Honesins has 
asserted of his mode of expression, that is, “ incon- 
clusive arguments”—* Paul’s accommodation is in- 
conclusive,” etc., and were compelled to this me- 
thod to meet the strange course Honestus has pur 
sued in this controversy. 

We have no objection to admit a supposition that 
Honestus did not trlend what his terms arbitrarily 
signify ; but we must object to fathering a mistake 
of Honestus’s own making! We leave Honestus 
in the care of the reader, whose own concern fur the 
truth must influence hin to decide correctly. 


_ oS — 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Mr. Editor—f have observed a communication 
in No. 13, of the Herald, signed “ Amana,” who 
says that he is “a holder of a Pew in the Universa- 
list Church in Prince-street, and a pretty regular 
attendant,” &c. and therefore he has taken the 
liberty to animadvert on Mr. Kaceland’s preaching ; 
with a part of which, he seems to be “ exceedingly 
well pleased ;” but with one particolar part, naime- 
ly, on the resurrection, he was “ not so well grati- 
fied ;” nor yet was he “ disappointed ;” for “ ere he 
commenced,” says he, “I did not belreve that he 
could establish his position; and still think he fell 
far short of doing it.” Now, sir, being a constant 
hearer of Mr. Kneeland, in the Universalist Church 
in Prince-street, (which it seems “ Amana” is not,) 
“[ also will shew mine opinion,” (Job. xxxii. 17,) 
for it seems that we have not understood Mr. K. 
exactly alike. That Mr. K. holds that death isa 
state of unconscious existence, I grant, and 10 this 
he agrees with the wise nafin, who saith, “ the dead 
know not any thing!” Eccl. ix. 5. But at the 
same time be holds that the spirit, at the dissolution 
of the body, of all animated nature, as well as of man, 
returns to God who gave it. This, however, no 





lows:—“‘ Again. Heb. ii. 8,” &c. “Again. Paul 





more proves that the spirit is in a conscious state. 
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without the body, (or without body,) than that t 
body is conscious without the spirit, (or without 
spirit.) 

What does Amana mean by “vital air” if it be 
not something contribuling or necessary to anima! 
life ? And what 1s this but a property of the Deity ? 
If the (Heb. neresu, Greek, psuchee, or Eng.) 
SOUL of man be “a real being, independent of the 
earitily body”’—and “in the human form, when 
then animal life isa 
REAL BEING, independent of the earthly body, &c. 
for the orginal words, literally, signify nothing 
more, and are applied to all animals as well as 


, 


separated from the body,’ 


man. 
Amana hopes, however, “ that Mr. Kneeland will! 

yet become an advocate for the doctrine of ma- 
There is no danger of Mr. Kneeland’s 
becoming what he 1s already! No man, to my 
knowledge, has ever advocated “the doctrine of 


no 
terialism.” 


materialisy” more clearly, and, as I conceive, 
more forcibly, than Mr. K. in the first of his Eas- 
ter Sermons, page 8. “ An immaterial substance,” 
says Mr. K., “ appears to us like a solecism! It is 
either something, or it is nothing: and if some- 

g, When we say material, 
we do not mean inert matter. But we must know 
more of matter than we do, before we can affirm 
that all matter is inert.” See the work referred to, 
in which it will be seen that Mr. K. holds that the 
spirit of life, or animal spirit, is as much material 
as caloric or orygen, and exists in every breath we 
draw. Butif Mr. K. has advocated the doctrine of 
materialism so long, and yet some of his hearers 


thing, why not material ? 


do not know it, it is not very material whether he 
Will Amana be so good as to 
infoim us what it is that sustains the soul “in the 


advocates it or not! 


human form, when separated from the body.” If 
it be neither matter itself, nor sustained in form 
by matter, how is it sustained ?—by a constant mi- 
racle ? One would thus suppose, according to Ama- 
na, who, as it would seem, has not reflected much 
on this subject. Wher aman ceases to breathe, 
and ‘his body putrifies, why do we say, the man is 
dead? Why do we not say, his body only is dead ; 
but the man, that is, his soul, which is all his ra- 
tional and thinking part, is as much alive as ever ? 
Such language would hardly be intelligible. 1 
have ever understood Mr. K. to mean, when he 
speaks of a man as being dead, that all that con- 
stituted him man is dead, more or less. That the 
man was no longer a living man; that he had ceas- 
ed to be susceptible for the time being of either 
happiness or misery ; that he wasalive only to God, 
“for all live unto him,” that is, in his purpose, 
who speaks of things that are not as though they 
were, the future, to us, being always present with 
God. 

But Amana has brought a few passages of Scrip- 
ture in order to confroat the doctrine maintained 
by Mr. K., which | am also disposed to examine, and 
see how far they bear him out. The first he brings 
is Christ’s words, or rather supposed words, to the 
thief, “ This day shalt thon be with me in Para- 
dise,” But is Paradise, Heaven? Jt is a Persian 





word, signifying a garden of pleasure. The garden 
of Eden is so rendered in Latin in several versions. 
And does not Christ say that his body should be in 
Paradise as much as his soul ? He gives no intima. 
tion that his soul should go to Paradise without his 
hody! But this isa doubtful passage, and Amana 
seriously asks, “if all the itulicized passages in the 
Bible are interpolations?” Now I really thonght 
that almost every child, who can read the Bible, 
knew as much as this. Yes, every italic word js 
either acknowledged to be supplied by the trans|a- 
tors, or else, if it be a sentence, it is an indication 
that the text itself is interpolated. Whether Ma: 
thew and John were present at the crucifixion or nor, 
(and John, we are told, was present, for Jesus spok: 
to him concerning his mother,) they certainly had 
as good a chance to know what was said, either by 
Christ or the thieves, as Luke ; and why do neithe; 
of them give us this account ? 

But we read, 2 Kings ii., “ Elijah went up into 
heaven.” How? .4ns.—* By a whirlwind!” Did 
he go without his body ?—or with it? If he went 
without his body, then it favours the common opi- 
nion ; but if not, it affords no proof that any go to 
heaven without a body. It is admitted that this 
passage “ needs no comment !” 

In regard to God, being the God of the living, 
and not of the dead, I conceive no difficulty in the 
passage on Mr. K.’s hypothesis, any more than that 
of others; for whether the resurrection is to take 
place a million years hence, or, with some, a million 
years ago, both periods, are at all times equally pre- 
sent with God. 

As it respects Moses and Elijah talking with Je- 
sus on the Mount, Mr. K. said it was a vision, and 
there was no necessity in supposing either Moses or 
Elijah (or Elias, for the Elias of the New Testa- 
ment isthe same as Elijah in Hebrew) were actually 
there: but if they Were there, it does not occasion 
the least difficulty, for we have no certain evidence 
of the death of Moses more than that of Elijah.— 
He might have been translated as Elijah was, for 
no one either saw him die, or knew of his sepul- 
chre. I have never heard Mr. K. say that either 
Moses or Elijah were asleep. 

Stephen, indeed, resigned his spirit, or breath, 
(for the word pneuma signifies either,) into the 
hands of Jesus; which was very proper, being at 
the point of death, and seeing Jesus at the time. 
If he had resigned his soul, or life, he would have 
meant exactiy the same thing. But Stephen “ fell 
asleep.” If any one has awaked him, then he will 
not have to be awaked at the last trump, unless the 
last trumpet has already sounded. 

Thus, Mr. Editor, as the object of Amana was 
“to elicit a further inquiry into this interesting 
subject,” I have endeavoured to remove some of 
his difficulties; and can assure him that Mr. Knee- 
land’s views, on this, and on most subjects, appear 
more rational, more scriptural, and more consis(- 
ent, to my understanding, (at least, as I have under 
stood him, and I think J :inderstand him correctly, ) 


than any other that Ihave ever heard. 
VERITAS. 














GOSPEL HERALD. 107 








(Frem Os '¢ Sermons.) 
JEPHTHAH’S VOW. 
Jupees Xi. 

This part of Jeplithah’s history is involved in an 
obscurity which seems to require an elucidation. 
« Jephthah,” says the historian, “ vowed a vow unto 
the Lord, and said, If thou shalt without fail, de- 
liver the children of Anumon into mine hands, then 
it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the 
duors of my house to meet me, wheu I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be 
the Lord’s, and I will offer it up a burnt-offering.” 
lo the event he was met by his own daughter, lead- 
ing forth a choir of maidens, with timbrels and 
dances, celebrating his late victory. As she was 
his only child, besides whom “he had neither son 
nor daughter,” the sight of her, and the knowledge 
that she had now become the object of his vow, 
threw him into such an agony of distress, that he 
instantly rent his clothes im token of his deep af- 
fliction. His daughter, however, upon learning the 
cause of his trouble, at once consented that the vow 
should be perforined, and declared her willingness 
to be thus sacrificed, since it was the price of so 
much glory to her father, and of so great a deliver- 
ance to her country. She only requested that she 
might be allowed with her young companions to 
wander up and down for two months upon the 
mountains of Israel, to kanent her virginity. This 
being granted, she returned at the end of the time 
appointed, and “ her father did with her according 
to his vow ;” that is, according to Josephus, and 
many other interpreters, both Jewish and Chris- 
tian, sactificed her a flaming victim upon the altar. 
In favour of this opinion, they urge it to be the 
most natural and obvious construction that can be 
put upon the words of the historian. They pretend 
not to justify the deed, but suppose that Jephthah’s 
mind, during the late declensions in Israel, or while 
he bad dwelt in the land of Tob, had become taint- 
ed with pagan ideas, and that under such impres- 
sions he had made his vow, having in his thoughts 
at the very time a human sacrifice, as no other 
creature could be supposed to “come out of the 
doors of his house to meet him.” Dr. Jennings, in 
his Jewish Antiquities, tuinks it probable that Ho- 
mer, On some tradition of this sacrifice, grounded 
his fable of Agamemnon’s sacrificing his daughtes 
Iphigenia. “ Indeed,” he adds, “ the name Iphige- 
nia seems to be a corruption of Jephuugenia, the 
daughter of Jephthah.” 

Lord Clarendon, however, shocked at the idea of 
a real sacrifice, ia a spirit as auniable for its human- 
ity, as exemplary for its piety, says, “ Methinks it is 
not reasonable to believe, what so many learned 
men will not doubt of, that Jephthah did literally 
sacrifice his daughter. I should rather hope that 
We do not yet understand the meaning of the vow, 
than that a vow unlawfully and unnaturally made, 
the like whereof is not in Scripture, sould be as 
uulawiully perforwed. It seems in the very in- 
teution of the vow, that it must be some reasonable 
creature that was to be offered, for it could not else 
“come forth to meet Lim :” and how such a saeri- 
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fice came to be lawful, cannot easily be discerned. 
The high-priest himself could not offer what he 
pleased for sacrifice, if it were not of that kind 
which God had appointed. If Jephthah bad met a 
dog or a pig, he could not have sacrificed it; and 
he ought as much to have ‘rent his clothes,’ if any 
other man’s daughter had met him, and not his own ; 
nor is it probable that any other father would have 
permitted him to do what he might lawfully resist. 
if the performance of the vow was so obligatory, it 
was when the Lord had delivered the Ammonites 
into hishand. How came he to have the power to 
dispense with his vow for‘two months,’ and why 
could he not have done it for two, or twenty years ? 
W hatsoever is declared to be done by the Scripture, 
which is the word of God, I am bound to believe; 
but that this passage 1s faithfully translated, when it 
contradicts the law of God and nature, and the like 
whereof was never done, I hope may be innocently 
doubted.” 

These doubts of his Lordship are greatly 
strengthened, when we reflect that even the hea- 
then were not accustomed to have recourse to hu- 
an victiins, but in times of extreme calamity or 
danger, to avert the fury of their offended deities. I 
recollect no instance of them in history after victory, 
or as a thank-offering for any other blessing received. 
Shall we then attribute to Jephthah, whose char- 
acter is in all other respects unblemished, an action 
more horrid, considered in all its circumstances, 
than was ever committed by the most ignorant and 
superstitious pagan? If he had been thus stained 
with the blood of his only child, is it conceivable 
that his name would have been enrolled inthe New 
Testament, among the illustrious examples of faith, 
and piety ? Might we not rather have expected that 
he would have been stigwatized and branded as one 
of the monsters in human shape? Yet we find not 
the least censure passed upon him through the 
whole Scripture. In his negociations with the king 
of the Amunonites,* we have already observed his 
justice and humanity, soundness of mind, strength 
of understanding and of argumentation, and accu- 
rate acquaintance with the laws and records of his 
uation. He could not therefore have been that 
weak, ignorant and ferociously superstitious charac- 
ter, which the supposed sacrifice represents him. 

The historian having stated that the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Jeplihah, goes on in the very 
wext verse to relate his vow. This connexion 
might lead us to suppose, that in making his vow, 
he was under the influence of the Holy Spirit. In 
this case, however, it is most certain that his vow 
could not have been what, at first view, it now ap- 
pears tous. The jast words of it in the Hebrew, 
will fairly admit of this rendering, “ shall surely 
be consecrated to the Lord, or I will offer ita 
burnt-offering.” The Jewish law permitted the 
dedicatioa to God of persons, as well as of cattle, 
of houses, possessions, indeed of any kind of pro- 
peity, and it prescribed the ceremonies to be ob- 





* As the formes part of this chapter comprises a portion 
of Jewisu lnstory, uninteresting to we generat reader , Be 
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served tn their consecration. 


The service, use, o1 
profit, resulting trom whatever was thus cousecra- 
ted, was afterwards devoted tw the support of reli- 
gion, or of its ministers. Jepithah, vo doubt, bad 
around his house a large farm, pleutifully stocked 
with the various species of domestic animals, which 
were daily driven from one pait of his grounds to 
another. In making bis vow, may we not suppose 
him to have imagined, that on bis return, he might 
meet his drove of cattle, his fuck of sheep, or his 
herd of goats; and that wm this case his purpose 
was, that a hecatoinb of those animals should form 
his grate(al oblation to God? Contrary to his ex- 
pectations, however, instead of them, he met a troop 
of daasels, with his daughter at their head. He 
had no right to dispose of her companions, but it 
instaatly oceurved to his thoughts, that the per- 
formance of his vow required the giving of her, 
not to a husband, but to God—to spend her days in 
his service, separate from family cares, and exeinpt 
from the duties of a wife and mother, in making 
and adorning the vestments of the priests, or the 
hangings of the tabernacle, or in some other oceu- 
pation connected with the service and rites of reli- 
gion. This incident, therefore, as it dashed his 
hope of posterity, of any heirs to his possessions and 
hovours, occasioned that disturbance of mind which 
he expressed by rending his clothes. 

In strict Coniormity with this idea, is the lan- 
guage of the damsel herseli upon her being made 
acguatmmted with the vow. She answered at once, 
* My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the 
Lord, do to me according to that which hath pro- 
ceeded out of thy mouth.” After a pause, how- 
ever, she adds, “ Let this thing be done for me,” 
or grant me this request, “Let me alone two 
months, that | may go up and down the mountains, 
and bewail my virginity, Land my fellows.” Is it 
conceivable that such cool, dispassionate language, 
could have proceeded from her lips, had she enter- 
tained the idea, that she was to be butchered like a 
beast, and laid upon the flaming altar? Was there 
ever a human being, who would not have been 
shocked beyond measure at such a prospect? Can 
We imagine a tender, delicate virgin, in all the bloom 
and joy of youth, on her being apprised of such a 
destiny, expressing no horror, showing no emotion 
of fear, no aversion, and regretting no other priva- 
tion but that of wedlock? Was the loss of life 
nothing, that she wished to lament her virginity 
oniy? Being two months at liberty to go where she 
pleased, if at the expiration of that time she knew 
that she was to bleed upon the altar, having the 
tragical scene constantly in her thoughts, as the fa- 
tal day drew nearer and nearer, would she not have 
been tempted to make her escape? Would not her 
companions have advised and assisted her flight ?— 
She returned at the set time to her father, “ who 
did with her according to his vow ;” but if this had 
consisted in laying her a flaming victim upon the 
altat, alter thus relating her death, would the histo- 
rian have gravely added the following words— 
* And she knew no man?” Is it not manifest, that 
tn this clause, is expressed the meaning of the 
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vow, and that it had its fulfilment in her continuin- 
to the end of her days in a state of celibacy, de. 
voted to the service of religion, and secluded frog, 
the common cares and enjoyments of the world ? 

The remainder of the chapter is thus translated 
by Houbigaat:—* And it continued a custom jp 
Israe? for the virgins of Israel to go 10 the daugirte, 
of Jephthah, the Gileadite, to comfort her fou; 
days in a year.” No custom of celebrating the 
dead after the funeral obsequies were performed, 
ever prevailed among the Jews. By representing 
them as unclean, and pronouncing every person de- 
filed who approached er touched a corpse, the Mo. 
saic law inspired the Jews with a kind of horror {or 
the dead. Ot course, it could not have been a cus 
tom with their daughters to make annual visits 
the grave of Jephthah’s daughter, or lamentations 
over here We are constrained, therefore, to under- 
stand these visits as made to her while she was yet 
living in a state of retirement and seclusion from 
the world. 

In opposition to this, a learned divine has urged, 
that “the Scripture no where attaches any peculiar 
holiness to yirgimty or a life of celibacy ; but, on 
the coutrary, predicts that this would be one of the 
corruptions in those ‘ latter days,’ when men should 
depart from the faith, and give heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils.” I answer, that 
though this be in general true, it is not in its full ev- 
tent, or without exception. The Scripture indeed 
has not enjoined celibacy on any; yet St. Pau! 
says—* The unmarried woman careth for the things 
of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body aad 
spirit; but she that is married, careth for the things 
of the world, how she may please her husband.” 
Our Saviour also says, that “as many as are able 
to receive this doctrine, let them receive it;” and 
adds, that some had actually chosen this mode of 
life, “for the kingdom of heaven’s sake.” Wa 
have also an instance of it in Anna, the prophetess, 
of whom it is said, that, through the course of man) 
years to an extreme old age, “ She departed net 
from the temple, but served God with fastings aud 
prayers night and day.” ‘The early piety of Jeph- 
thah’s daughter, seems to have predisposed and 
fitted her for such a kind of life, which, in some in- 
stances, has undoubtedly occurred through every 
age of the church and world, under the Law as wel. 
as under the Gospel. 

After all, as Jephthah found reason afterwards to 
be sorry for his vow, his example should teach us 
all to be cautious how we entangle our consciences 
by hasty resolutions, or rash promises—bringing 
ourselves under any obligations which were not be 
fore binding upon us. The Scripture says—‘“ Be 
not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be 
hasty to utter any thing before God; for God is in 
the heaven, and thou upon the earth; therefore let 
thy words be few.” 


—_<—— 

THE UNHAPPY EFFECTS OF THE DOC- 
TRINE OF ENDLESS MISERY. 

{G> The following is from T, Sourmswoor 

Ssitn’s Illustrations of the Divine Governmen' 
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The richness and purity of its sentiments recom- 
mend it toa careful readimg, and a strict atteation. 

The effects of the unamiable doctrine of Enid- 
less Misery, and of its kindred opinions on the tem- 
per and conduct, have been strikingly @epicted by 
an able advocate of the doctrine of Destruction. 
“ According to men’s sentiments of God, aod of the 
designs and measures of his government,” observes 
Mr. Bourn, in his discourse on the Gospel Doctrine 
of Future Punishment, “ such hath been the infla- 
ence of religion on their temper and conduct. And 
if they have not framed to themselves a God after 
their own evil hearts, they have framed their own 
hearts agreeable to that false and evil character, 
which they were taught to ascribe to God. And 
when they have believed the Deity to love and 
hate, to elect and reprobate nations, parties or indi- 
viduals, without reason or regard to the ends of 
good government, they themselves have become 
more arbitrary, bigoted, fierce, unmerciful, and 
more addicted to hate, and persecute their fellow- 
creatures, all who were not of their own church, 
and whom they supposed to be reprobated of God. 

“Tt is hardly credible, that inhumanity and 
cruelty would ever have been carried to such excess 
in the Christian world, as they actually have been, 
had they not derived countenance and support from 
these anti-Christian and barbarous notions. Ty- 
rants and persecutors, if they have not invented 
these doctrines, yet have applied them to excuse to 
their own consciences, and to vindicate to others 
the most miquitous and cruel proceedings; and 
when they have made the very worst use of their 
power in persecuting good men, at least, men who 
deserved no such punishinent, they have persuaded 
themselves and others, that they were acting like 
the Deity, espousing his cause, and maintaining his 
character and his glory. 

“The court of inquisition, as established in many 
countries, and as far as it differs from civil courts of 
judicature, ts declared by the authors and maintain- 
ersof it, to be the nearest imitation of the divine 
tribunal, and it is avowedly founded upon, and justi- 
fied by the doctrines of reprobation, and of eternal 
torments. Jews, infidels, and heretics, are judged 
in that court to be criminals, and are condemned. 
And how do they vindicate this procedure, but by 
supposing them to be all reprobated and abhorred 
of God? And they execute them, not by a quick 
despatch, but by the most lingering torments. And 
what do they plead for this cruelty, but that it is an 
act of faith; that they are doing the work of God, 
and that he will expose those wretches to the like 
torments for ever? Thus they conquer nature by 
faith, as they express it; that is, they extinguish all 
sense of justice and relentings of mercy in their 
ewn nature, and harden themselves in iniquity and 
barbarity, by the belief of those very doctrines we 
are exposing ; and by them they defend themselves 
in the face of the world, and give a colour and 
sanction of religion to the most enormous wicked- 
ness.” 

The doctrine, on the other hand, which it is the 





a principle which ts more benevolentin its tendency, 
and which, were it property felt and invariably re- 
garded i» the affairs of life, would have a hay pier 
effect on society, than any other opinion which has 
ever engaged the attention of men. It leads toa 
distinction which is but beginning to be observed 
even by the intelligent and enlightened, and which, 
when it shall come to be general, will alter astonish- 
ingly the moral condition of the world. It leads to 
an exact discrimination between the criminal and 
the crime: while it spires us with abhorrence of 
the offence, it softens the heart with compassion tox 
the unhappy condition of the offender ; induces us 
to do every thing in our power to change It; to give 
him better views and better feelings. When we 

hear of the perpetration of a crime, we are too apt 

to think only of punishment. What suffering can 

be too great for such a wretch! is the exclamation 

which bursts from almost every lip. ‘The sentiment 

is worthyof the unlovely doctvines which produce and 

cherish it, A more benevolent system would excite a 
different feeling. What ean be done Yo reclaim the 
unhappy offender ? What me ns can be taken to en- 
lighten his mind, and meliorate his heart? What 
discipline is best adapted to his mental and moral 
disorder ? What will lead bim back to virtue and to 
happiness most speedily, and with the least pain ? 
Such is the feeling of the mind enlightened by the 
generous doctrine we have endeavoured to establish. 
Could it but enter the heart of every legislator ; did 
it but guide the hand that constructs the cell of the 
poor captive; did it apportion his pallet of straw 
and his scanty meal; did it determine the com- 
pleteness and the duration of his exclusion from the 
light of day, and the pure breeze of heaven; did it 
apply his manacles, (if disdaiming to treat a human 
being with more indignity than is practised towards 
the most savage brates, it did not dash his chains to 
the earth,) what a different aspect would these 
miserable mansions soon assume! What different 
inhabitants would they contain! Prisons would not 
then be the hot-beds of vice, in which the youthful 
offender grows inte the hardened criminal, and the 
wantof shame succeeds the abolition of principle, 
but hospitals of the mind, in which its moral dis- 
order is removed by the application of effectual 
remedies. 

The person who habitually contemplates al! 
mankind as children of one common Father, and 
appointed to one common destiny, cannot be a per- 
secutor ora bigot. He may see much error, which 
he may lament, and much misconduct, which he 
may pity ; but a generous affection towards the 
whole human race will dilate his heart. To the ut- 
most of his ability he will enlighten the ignorant, 
correct the erring, sustain the weak, bear with the 
own prejudiced, and reclaim the vicious. Firm to his 
principles, he will not encroach on the liberty of 
others. He will not harshly censure, nor suspect an 
evil motive where integrity and conscience ob- 
viously direct the conduct. Mildness will be on 
his lips; forbearance will mark his actions; and 
universal charity will connect him with the wise 





object of the preceding pages to establish, discloses 





and good of al! climes, and of all religions 
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He who believes that a Being of almighty power, ) ated by “ the wisdom from above,” and aware of the 
multifarious errors, absurdities, and monstrous 
opinions afloat in the religious world, in the guise 
of theological systems, creeds, confessions of faith, 
etc. that, to use a figure, something hike physic fo; 
the mentally diseased is necessary; which wil! b¢ 
acceptable to the whole, who stand in no need of the 


unerring Wisdom, and unbounded love, is seated a: 
the helm: of aifairs, and is making every event pro 
note, in its appoiited measure, the highest happi- 
ness of all iiciiigeut creatures, must possess per- 
petual serenity and peace. The storm of adversity 
tnay gather above lium aod burst upon his head, but 
he is prepared against it and it cannot dismay him.]| remedy, from a benevolent desire to benefit the 
He knows that the evils which encompass him are | afilicted sufferers. This work, therefore, will prove 
only blessings in disguise. The fair face of nature | a * wholesome dose” for the sick, who are languis) 
ug amidst the pestilential effluvia, and groanin- 
beneath the burden, of modern orthodoxy. We je. 
commend Dr. Brown’s book to be taken in as large 


smiles upon him with a brighter radiance. The 
boundless expanse of heaven above him, the painted 
plain beneath him, the glorious sun which diffuses 
light and life over the ample and beautiful creation, | portions as the patient can possibly bear, and sin. 
are magnificent gilts of his Father, on which his] cerely hope it may prove, what the boasted medi. 
enlightened eye beholds engraven the promise oi] vines of the day have failed to be, a sovereign 
his higher destiny. The narrow precints of the | remedy. 
tomb can neither bound nor obstruct his eularged —_>— 
view: it extends beyond the circle of the earth, and THE GOD OF NATURE, 
reaches to that celestial world, where progression Lift your view to that immense arch of heaven 
m excellence is infinite, and happiness ts un-| which encompasses you above. Behold the sun in 
changing and immortal. Nothing caw disturb his] all his splendour rolling over your head by day; 
steady confidence. In the most awful moment ot} and the moon by night, in mild and serene majesty, 
his being, his feeling is sublime as his destiny is} surrounded with that host of stars which present to 
glorious: even while he is partially subdued by] your imagination an innumerable multitude of 
death, and diagged to the confines of the tomb,| worlds. Lausten to the voice of thunder. Listen 
while he is sinkiug into it, and it closes over him, | to the roar of the tempest and the ocean. Survey 
he can exclaim in wiumph, “ O death, where is thy | the wonders that fill the earth which you inhabic 
sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ?—Thanks be} Contemplate a powerful and steady hand, bringing 
to God who giveth me the victory, through Jesus} round spring and summer, autumn and winter, in 
Christ my Lord!” regular course ; decorating this earth with innumer- 
—_>— able beauties, diversifying it with innumerable in 
“A HISTORY habitants, pouring forth comforts on all that live; 
Of the Origin and Progress of the Doctrine of | and, at the same time, overawing the nations with 
Usiversat Satvation. Also, the Final Re-| the violence of the elements, when it pleases the 
conciliation of all men to Holiness and Happi-| Creator to let them forth. 
ness, fully and clearly proved from Scriplure,{ After you have viewed yourselves as surrounded 
Reason, and Common Sense: and the Principal} with such a scene of wonders—after you have be- 
Texts of Scripture, commonly understood to mean | held, on every hand, such an astonishing display of 
never-ending punishment for sin, examined, and| majesty, united with wisdom and goodness—are 
the true scriptural sense of them clearly explain- | you not seized with solemn and serious awe? Is 
ed—the dreadful doctrine of ExpLess Misery| there not something which whispers you within, 
investigated, and the’ long controversy, whether | that to this great Creator reverence and homage aré 
Aut MEN will finally be saved, decided.” due by all the rational beings whom he made ? Ad- 
The above isthe tule of an Octavo volume of} mitted to be spectators of his works, placed in the 
416 pages, by Dr. Thomas Brown, of Albany, which | midst of so many great and interesting objects, can 
book has just been issued from the press in that] you believe that you were brought hither for no 
aity ; and will, probably, be for sale in the principal | purpose but to immerse yourself in groas and brutal, 
towns throughout this state. The appearance of} cr, at best, in trifling pleasures ; lost to all sense of 
every thing in the shape of a help to enlighten| the wonders you behold; lost to ali reverence of 
maukind, and aid in removing the “ gross darkness” | God who gave you being, and who has erected this 
which has covered the human mind during the | amazing fabric of nature, on which you look on!) 
hapse of ages, will be hailed with pleasure by the} with stupid and unmeaning eyes? No: let the 
fiends of improvement and free inquiry. scenes which you behold prompt correspondent 
The author, if we: are permitted to judge of his| feelings. Let them awaken you from the degrading 
production, appears to have kept constantly in| intoxication of licentiousness, into nobler emotions 
view, as his principal object, a “plainness of| —Every object which you view in nature, whethet 
speech,” to enable the common reader to meet on | great or small, serves to instruct you. The star ané 
bevel ground, and by fair argument, the “ bone and | the insect, the fiery meteor, and the flower o/ spring, 
muscle,” if such there be, of orthodox sermonizers ;| the verdaut field and the lofily mountain, all ex 
who have smoked and flamed in their works, in the} hibit a Supreme power, before which you ought te 
murky gloom of the Heil the brimstone mysteries of | tremble and arore ; all preach the doctrine, all in- 
which they have so pleasantly recorded. spire the spirit of devouon and reverence. 
It will be obvious to am enlightened mind, irradi-} Regarding, then, the work of the Lord, let rising 
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emotions of awe and gratitude call forth from your 

souls such sentiments as these: “ Lord, wherever I 

am, and whatever I enjoy, may I never forget thee, 

as the author of nature! May I never forget that I 

am thy creature and thy subject! In this magnifi- 

cent temple of the universe, where thou hast placed 

me, may Lever be thy faithful worshipper, and may 

the reverence and fear of God be the first sentiments 

of my heart.” Blair. 
—<»>—- 

Gentleness to be assumed, as the ornament of every 
Ize and Station ; but to be distinguished from 
poltshed or affected manners. 

Aided by such considerations, let us cultivate that 
gentle wisdom which is, in so many respects, im- 
portant both to our duty and our happiness. Let 
us assume it as the ornament of every age, and of 
every station. Let it temper the petulance of youth, 
and soften the moroseness of old age. Let it miti- 
gate authority in those who rule, and promote defer- 
ence among those who obey. I conclude with re- 
peating the caution, not to mistake for true gentle- 
ness, that flimsy imitation of it, called polished 
manners, which often among the men of the world, 
under a smooth appearance, conceals much asperity. 
Let yours be native gentleness of heart, flowing 
from the love of God, and the love of man. Unite 
this amiable spirit, with a proper zeal for all that is 
right, and just, and true. Let piety be combined in 
your character with humanity. Let determined in- 
tegrity dwell in a mild and gentle breast. A cha- 
racter thus supported, willcommand more respect 
than can be procured by the most shining accom- 
plishments, when separated from virtue. Blair. 

—~=-—- 
(From the Christian Telescope.) 
NEW SOCIETY. 

Mr. Eprror,—It is with no common degree of 
pleasure, I observe in the proceedings of the Massa- 
chusetts legislature, a petition presented for the in- 
corporation of the First Independent Universalist 
Society in Spring field. 

It will be recollected by your readers, that in the 
above town in December last, one parson Sprague, 
ia a funeral discourse, took occasion to deal pretty 
largely in slander and detraction against Universal- 
ists and their faith ; and at that time it was predict- 
ed a society would soon be formed. The course 
our orthodox brethren have adopted, to pnt a stop 
to the increase of Universalism in our happy coun- 
try, has only tended to its progress, inasmuch as 
such denunciations excite in the public mind a spi- 
ritof inquiry, which, if once indulged, will, in most 
cases, lead the subject to a firm faith in God’s Uni- 
versal and Impartial Grace. May our brethren at 
Springfield “ stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 
striving together for the faith of the Gospel ; and 
in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is 
to them an evident token of perdition, but to you 
of salvation, and that of God.” 

—<>—- 
MOUNT ARRARAT. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the shape of 

tivarat; nothing more awful than its height. All 





the surroundipg Mountains sink ito insignificance’ 
when compared to it. It is perfect in all its parte. 
No rugged features, no unnatural prominences. 
Every thing is harmony; and all combines ta 
render it one of the most interesting objects in na- 
ture. Spreading originally from an immense base, 
the slope towards its summit is easy and gradual, 
until it reaches the region of snow, where it be- 
comes more abrupt. Asa foil to this stupendous 
object, a hill rises from the same base, similar in 
shape, and in any other situation entitled to rank 
among high mountains. No one since the flood 
seems to have been on the summit of Arrarat; for 
the rapid ascent of its snowy top appears to render 
the attempt impossible. No man, certainly, has 
ascended it in modern times. When the adven- 
turous Tournfort failed, it is not probable that any 
one else succeeded. sialic Journey. 
_—f> — 
ANECDOTE OF PARSON JAMES ARM. 
STRONG. 

Some months ago, Parson Armstrong preached 
at Harmony, near the Wabash, When a doctor of 
that place, a professed Deist or Infidel, called on his 
associates to accompany him, while he “ attacked 
the Methodist,” as he sail, At first he asked Mr. 
Armstrong if he ‘ followed preaching to save souls?” 
he answered in the affirmative. He then asked Mr. 
Armstrong ‘if he ever saw asoul?? ‘No. ‘Ifhe 
ever heard a soul ©’ * No.’ * If he ever tasted a soul 2” 
‘No. ‘If he ever smelt a soul?’ ‘No’ ‘If he 
ever felt a soul ?’—*‘ Yes, thank God,’ said Mr. Arm- 
strong. ‘ Well,’ said the doctor, ‘ there are four of 
the five senses against one, to evidence that there is 
no soul. Mr. Armstrong then asked the gentleman 
if he was not a doctor of medicine ? and was an- 
swered in the affirmative. He then asked the doc- 
tor ‘if he ever saw apain?’ ‘No.’ ‘If he ever 
heard a pain?’ ‘No.’ ‘If he ever tasted a pain?’ 
‘No.’ ‘If he ever smelt apain? ‘No.’ ‘If he 
ever felt a pain?’ ‘Yes.’ Mr. Armstrong then 
said, ‘there are also four senses against one, to evi- 
dence that there is no pain, and yet, sir, you know 
there is pain, and I know there is a soul.’ The doc- 
tor appeared confounded, and walked off. 

Indiana Gazelte. 
—p— 
ANECDOTE. 

One of the established ministers of the gospel, 
happening to be in company with an itinerant 
preacher, asked the following question ; “ How does 
it happen that you have no more doctors of divinity 
in your connexion ?” “ Because,” said the itiner- 
ant, “our divinity is never sick.” 

—>— 
NEW SOCIETY. 

A Society of Universalists has recently been 
formed in the town of Boylston, Mass. and has ta- 
ken the name of the “ First Restoration Society in 
Boylston.” 


—<f>— 
NOTICE. 
The New Universalist Meeting House in Dux 
bury, Mass. was to be dedicated on the 18th inst. 
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A WRONG TRANSLATION. 
«Ind they said one to another, It is manna ; for they 
wist not what it was.—Exodus xvi. 15. 

* This is a most unfortunate translation, because 
it not only gives no sense, but it contradicts itself. 
The Hebrew man hu, literally signifies What is this? 
for, says the text, they wist not what it was; and 
therefore they could not give it a name. Moses im- 
mediately answers the question, and says, “ This is 
the bread which the Lord hath given you to eat.” 
From verse 31, we learn that this substance was af- 
terwards called manna, probably in commemoration 
of the question they had asked on its first appear- 
Almost all our ancient versions translate the 


Dr. A. Clarke. 


ance. 
words, What is this ?” 


——— 
HUME, THE DEIST. 


David Hume observed, that all the devout per- 
sons he ever met with were melancholy. On this 
Bishop Horne remarked, this might very probably 
be; for, in the first place, it is most likely that Ae 
saw very few, his friends and acquaintances being 
of another sort. And secondly, the sight of him 
would make a devout man look melancholy at any 
tune. 

——- 


SUPERSTITION. 

That superstition is the parent of real crime, we 
have very many examples. The following fact will 
serve for an illustration :— 

A certain bishop while officiating at the altar, and 
who was reputed a saint, was knocked down, with 
the pious intention of converting him from a saint 
toa martyr. This occurred in England in the 
twelfth century. 

—~-— 


SPRING, 


BY WILLIAM RAY. 


Look through creation and behold 
The wonders of Almighty pow’'r ; 
Eternal wisdom’s works unfold 
In every leaf—in ev'ry flower ; 
There is a God, all good, all wise, 
The very meanest insect cries. 


Seasons revolving in their spheres, 
A thousand rural beauties bring ; 
But loveliest of the group appears 
The green dress'd beauty, charming spring ; 
The music of whose morning voice 
Bids all the sons of earth rejoice. 


Winter is death—when nature mourns 
To see her offspring lifeless lie ; 
Summer and autumn weep by turns, 
To see their children droop and die, 
Bat spring revives their hopes again, 
Aud breathes new life through ev'ry vein. 


How emblematic of that day, 
The glorious resurrection morn, 

When deck'd in brighter robes than May, 
In robes that angel hosts adorn, 

The soul redeem'd shall burst its tomb, 
And in immortal glory bloom! 





THE AUTUMN EVENING. _ 
Behold the western evening light! 
It melts in deep’ning gloom : 
So calmly Christians sink away 
Descending to the tomb. 


e 
The winds breathe low—the withering leat 
Scarce whispers trom the tree ! 
So gently flows the parting breath 
When good men cease to be. 


How beautitul on all the bills 
The crimson light is shed! 

Tis hike the peace the Christian gives 
Yo mourners rouod his bed. 


How mildly on the wandering cloud 
The sunset beam is cast! # 

"Tis hike the memory leit behind 
W hen loved ones breathe their last 


Aud now above the dews of night 
The yellow star appears! 

So faith springs in the hearts of those 
W hose eyes are bathed in tears. 


But soon the morning's happier light 
Its glories shall resiore ; 
And eyelids that ave sealeu in death 
DShail wake to close no more. 
Rockingham Gazett 


—~——- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Esia- 
blishment of Gospel Truth,” commenced their Lis- 
cussions on Tuesday evening last. This Society 
will meet every Tuesday evening, at sex o clocd, ai 
UNION HALL ACADEMY, corner oi Oliver 
and Henry streets, near Chatham-square ; enti 
from Henry-street. The subject tor discussion 1 
present, is “ The Resurrection of the Dead; « 
subject of umiversal and momentous interest.— 
Paul’s interrogation—“ How are the dead raised 
up? and with what bodies do they come ?”’—is Lic 
Shape in which ut has been presenied. 

Christians of ali denominations ate invited to 2- 
tend; and, if they please, take a part in the discils- 
sion. ‘The various opimions and views of the reli 
gious world, on the subject of the resurrection, Wi), 
it is hoped and expected, undergo a close and cai- 
did scrutiny. Let Paul’s exhortation be the watcu- 
word—* Prove all things,” &c. 

(= Mr. Tuomeson will henceforth preact on 
the Sabbaths, at the asual hours of worship, i 


Union Hall Academy. 





«*, All Communications, and all Letters tor tue 
“ Editor of the Gosren Heraup,” are requested 
to be addressed (post paid) to 

John Finch, Printer, No. 70 Bowery, New-York. 
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